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CABINET MEMBER REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER FOR REGENERATION TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY, 14th FEBRUARY 2018

Thank you Mr Mayor for the opportunity to report to the council the latest developments on 
various matters relating to the Regeneration (including Strategic Projects) Portfolio.

ROCHDALE TOWN CENTRE

Rochdale Riverside (Genr8)
I am delighted to confirm that we have recently concluded a number of key agreements and 
contracts for the Rochdale Riverside retail & leisure scheme.  The build contract and the funding 
agreement for the scheme were concluded in early January.  In addition, we have made 
significant progress with lettings and a further three tenants have been signed up to the scheme, 
taking the lettings to just over 60% of the scheme floor area.  This now means that all the 
conditions needed before a start on site can be made have been satisfied and the scheme is 
now formally ‘unconditional’.   The developer has recently completed some further on site 
investigations and the main construction work is due to start on site on 26th February.  
This is clearly a huge milestone for the scheme and we will be working closely with the 
contractor to maximise the opportunities presented by this major development for local jobs, 
apprenticeships & training, and for local companies. 
Whilst this is clearly great news, we recognise that once construction starts there will be 
disruption to the roads and footpaths in the area.  We will work with the contractor to ensure this 
is kept to a minimum and will be keeping local businesses, shoppers and visitors up to date 
through the usual channels.    
Finally, as you may have read in the press, at the end of 2017 M&S stated that they no longer 
intended to occupy the scheme. Whilst this is clearly disappointing, as far as the developer and 
the Council are concerned M&S has a legally-binding agreement to take space in the scheme 
and we expect them to fulfil their legal obligations.  The Council recently considered the future of 
the scheme, following the announcement by M&S, and made a clear commitment to press 
ahead with this major project, which is central to the on-going transformation of Rochdale town 
centre.   

Rochdale Town Hall & Town Hall Square 
The revised Heritage Lottery Fund bid for our fantastic Town Hall was unfortunately rejected in 
April 2017 due to the lack of available funds (there was only £40m available for 22 bids totalling 
£224m).  However we remain committed to safeguarding this important building and we 
submitted a revised HLF bid for its restoration and adaptation in December 2017.  A decision on 
the re-submitted bid is expected to be made in April 2018. We also have plans in the pipeline to 
improve the Town Hall Square, including public realm improvements and the lighting of key 
heritage buildings.  The restoration of the Memorial Garden lamps is the first of these schemes 
to be completed, along with the installation of lighting around the John Bright Statue.  A 
landscape architect will be appointed in the near future to create some designs to transform 
Town Hall Square and better frame the Town Hall and the designs will be put out to public 
consultation
 
Market 
The interim market is now well established at its temporary home on Baillie Street, Yorkshire 
Street and Lord Square, which has also recently been resurfaced in natural stone.  This 
temporary market is operating three days a week and will remain in place until the new market 
on The Butts is ready for occupation.    



The site of the new permanent market is in the heart of the historic town centre, next to the 
recently completed re-opened River Roch, with the capacity to accommodate around 25 to 30 
stalls.  The planning application for this new outdoor market, and the conversion of the former 
Santander building to create a small food hall, was approved in September.  The Santander 
building is owned by the Council and the second phase of work to adapt and renovate the 
property is now well under way.  Design work is being undertaken in order to detail the fit out of 
the building.

Fire Station Museum 
We are working closely with the Greater Manchester Fire Station Museum Trust to bring forward 
exciting proposals to transform the Fire Station Museum on Maclure Road. Under the plans, the 
ground floor of the former fire station building will be renovated to create a dedicated exhibition 
space for the museum’s many exhibits. The move would more than triple the museum’s current 
floorspace from 300 to over 1,000 square metres and enable its many exhibits to be showcased. 
A Heritage Lottery Fund has been awarded for the plans to be developed in more detail, before 
a second stage bid is submitted to the Heritage Lottery Fund in March 2018. The proposals, if 
agreed, will enable the museum to open four days a week, rather than one, enabling them to 
triple their visitor number from just under 5,000 to 15,000. 

Town Centre Business Rates & Independent Retail Business Support Scheme
The combination of our innovative Business Rates discount scheme and property renovation 
grants for independent town centre businesses have made a huge impact to our town centres.  
Since the launch of the business rates support scheme in Rochdale, Heywood and Middleton 
town centres in 2016, there has been a flow of new private sector investments into our towns.  A 
total of eleven new businesses who have been awarded business rates grants are now 
established across all three town centres.  
We are also continuing to provide extra support to new independent retailers by providing a 
grant of up to £5,000 for fit-out or shop front improvements for eligible retailers at 50% of the 
total costs of works.  Applications are being encouraged from businesses and individuals 
wishing to establish in our town centres.  To date six grants have been approved and other 
applications are currently being assessed.   This has all contributed towards a significant drop in 
vacancy levels in the area covered by the schemes which was 27% prior to the start of the 
scheme. This is now down to 11% in the core area with 21 new businesses having been brought 
in.  This is also a sign of confidence particularly with the construction of the Rochdale Riverside 
scheme due to start in February.  

Drake Street
We are working with a number of property owners to increase the supply of good quality 
residential property and new businesses within the Town Centre, with an initial focus on the 
Drake Street area. This will increase Town Centre footfall and local spend as well as assisting in 
meeting new housing targets using previously developed sites.  Work has started on the 
conversion of the upper floors of 1 Drake Street in to seven apartments and two apartments 
above the recently refurbished 6 Drake Street are nearing completion. Officers are in discussion 
with a number of developers regarding commercial and residential investment in a number of 
landmark sites and buildings in the area. The Council has secured Heritage Action Zone status 
from Historic England, the first in Greater Manchester. This will focus predominantly on the 
Drake Street area and in addition to Historic England expertise, attracts £500,000 of new 
funding over the five years of the programme, starting in April 2018.

MIDDLETON TOWN CENTRE

Edgar Wood & Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative
Work on the £600,000 restoration of Long Street Methodist Church and School, the last major 
project within the Edgar Wood and Middleton Townscape Heritage Initiative, is progressing well 



and due to be completed in April, this will result in new uses for this important Middleton 
landmark along with local employment opportunities.  Over the course of the Townscape 
Heritage Initiative, a total of ten properties have been restored, in addition to extensive public 
realm works and a programme of complementary initiatives, which have had social, cultural and 
economic benefits for Middleton.

Improvements to Northern Gateway to Middleton Town Centre
The paving replacement and wall repair works were completed in 2017. Contractors are 
currently mobilising to carry out improvements to ten shopfronts on Long Street and Market 
Place, improving the aesthetic appeal of the area and supporting existing businesses and 
encouraging business growth.

BUSINESS PARKS 

Kingsway Business Park
Work continues apace on the JD Sports Distribution Centre. The external fabric of the building is 
now effectively complete, with work continuing on the external areas including the new access 
road at the southern end of the site which will enable an internal one way system to be 
implemented. In addition, a dedicated staff pick up and drop of point will be created within the 
JD Sports complex which will reduce instances of this on the public roads. The extension is due 
to be operational by Autumn 2018. 
Planning permission has been granted for 11 small industrial units ranging from 3,000-15,000 
sq. ft. Construction work is due to start in Spring 2018 with the target date for occupation being 
early in 2019.
A 12 camera CCTV system became operational shortly before Christmas. This is operated by 
Rochdale Boroughwide Housing and links directly to the central Police control room. Cameras 
are sited in key locations with the multiple aims of deterring unauthorised encampments, anti-
social behaviour and fly tipping.

Stakehill Industrial Estate
In mid-2017, Canmoor (acting on behalf of UBS) took over as managers of a significant 
proportion of the property portfolio at Stakehill Industrial Estate. Since then, there has been 
extensive dialogue between Rochdale Development Agency, Rochdale Council and Canmoor 
about a number of matters. Canmoor wish to continue to invest in the estate, and that has seen 
investment in both property refurbishment and estate signage.
Joint working is continuing on ways to improve highway safety across the estate and on the 
CCTV scheme which will improve the security and marketability of the estate, which is due for 
implementation in Spring 2018.     
The refurbishment of the largest single unit on the estate, the former Tesco unit, is nearing 
completion and this 300,000 sq. ft. building will soon be back on the market. 

OTHER REGENERATION ACTIVITY 

M62 J19/South Heywood Area Wide Improvement Programme
The planning application for the proposed link road between Junction 19 of the M62 and 
Heywood Distribution Park, plus the associated housing and employment space, remains 
undetermined and is receiving consideration by the local planning authority. At this stage, I don’t 
propose to comment any further on this proposal until it has been presented to Committee.     

LGC Driving Growth submission
The LGC (Local Government Chronicle) awards are a respected acknowledgement of high 
performance across a number of categories for local government.
Rochdale Council has been successful in winning the top awards in 2012 for community 



involvement and in 2017 for Adult Care Services. We were also shortlisted in both these years 
for our economic development/growth achievements and again this year. The interview stage 
took place on the 17th January where John Searle, together with a Director of RDA, David 
Brierley and Susan Ayres presented the ambition and achievements that are driving growth 
across the borough. Following a series of questions, the team received positive feedback. The 
eventual winners will be known on the 21st March.

Councillor John Blundell
Portfolio Holder for Regeneration

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of the Council 
about these or any other matter relating to the Regeneration Portfolio


